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INTRODUCTION
We were all in a state of shock. In just 20 months a new
PM has been installed amidst a political storm in our
nation. How could this be? Has all been lost? What kind of
future do we have? Is there hope? My first reaction when I
heard the news was, “No, LORD, have mercy”. I have
prepared a message for this Sunday but I felt the Lord
leading to share from 2 Chron 7:13-14.

POLITICAL STORM, LOCUSTS, PESTILENCE
We all know 2 Chron 7:14 well but v13 tells us the context.
When these things happen, who is responsible? God has
a solution: His people! We are to take responsibility. It is
easy for us to see the sins of the “wicked” people and
blame them or criticize them or find faults in them. But God
is saying to His people to humble themselves and pray
and seek His face and turn from OUR wicked ways. Then
He will hear from heaven and forgive our sins and heal our
land.

GOD’S MERCY & JUSTICE RELEASE IN CHRIST ON
THE CROSS
God wanted to reveal His glory to Moses when He called
Moses to go up the mountain to Him a second time in Ex
34:4-9.
Moses PREPARED his heart (cut 2 tablets of stones), he
PRESENTED himself to the Lord (went up Mt Sinai), he
heard God PROCLAIMED His glory - He is MERCIFUL
AND GRACIOUS, LONGSUFFERING AND ABOUNDING IN
GOODNESS AND TRUTH, keeping mercy for
thousands…..by no means clearing the guilty….HIS
MERCY & JUSTICE IN CHRIST! Moses knew he was
guilty, the whole nation of Israel was guilty and he
PROSTRATED himself in worship of God, PRAYING to
God PLEADING for His PRESENCE and His PARDON
and to take them as His POSSESSION.

Jesus said in Luke 7
37 “Judge not, and you shall not be judged.
Condemn not, and you shall not be condemned.
Forgive, and you will be forgiven.
38 Give, and it will be given to you: good measure,
pressed down, shaken together, and running over will be
put into your bosom. For with the same measure that you
use, it will be measured back to you.”

Q. Are we guilty of judging and condemning others?
The old government? Other races?
Q. What ought to be our response?

2 Chron 7:13When I shut up heaven and
there is no rain, or command the locusts
to devour the land, or send pestilence
among My people, 14 if My people who
are called by My name will humble
themselves, and pray and seek My face,
and turn from their wicked ways, then I
will hear from heaven, and will forgive
their sin and heal their land.

Ex 34:4 So he cut two tablets of stone like
the first ones. Then Moses rose early in
the morning and went up Mount Sinai, as
the Lord had commanded him; and he
took in his hand the two tablets of stone.
5 Now the Lord descended in the cloud
and stood with him there, and
proclaimed the name of the Lord. 6 And
the Lord passed before him and
proclaimed, “The Lord, the Lord God,
merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and
abounding in goodness and truth,
7 keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving
iniquity and transgression and sin, by no
means clearing the guilty, visiting the
iniquity of the fathers upon the children
and the children’s children to the third
and the fourth generation.”
8 So Moses made haste and bowed his
head toward the earth, and worshiped.
9 Then he said, “If now I have found grace
in Your sight, O Lord, let my Lord, I pray,
go among us, even though we are a stiff-
necked people; and pardon our iniquity
and our sin, and take us as Your
inheritance.”

1 Sam 15:22 So Samuel said:
“Has the Lord as great delight in burnt
offerings and sacrifices,
As in obeying the voice of the Lord?
Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice,
And to heed than the fat of rams.
23 For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft,
And stubbornness is as iniquity and
idolatry.
Because you have rejected the word of
the Lord,
He also has rejected you from being
king.”



RESPONSE: Humbly ask the Lord to search our hearts to see if there are any wicked ways in us.
Confess them and pray for God’s mercy and forgiveness.
Consider any sin of disobeying God’s voice which amounts to rebellion (as witchcraft) and
stubbornness (as iniquity and idolatry)

As we turn from our wicked ways, come to His Throne of Grace and obtain mercy and grace to
help in times of need.
“No, LORD, don’t judge us. Have mercy on us! Forgive us! Forgive our nation!”


