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INTRODUCTION
We are living in exciting times. As the world gets darker,
we the church shines brighter. There was a town in USA
called Rodney that was a prosperous town in 1828
because it was founded beside the Mississippi River.
However, sandbars unseen on the surface developed until
the river changed course and Rodney became a “ghost”
town. Today nobody lives there. This town teaches us a
powerful lesson – WE CANNOT LET THE RIVER
DEPART FROM US. WE MUST GET RID OF THE
SANDBARS of sins, bitterness, unbelief, fear, rebellion,
lusts of the flesh, pride, strife etc.
Q. How did the Lord speak to you through the
message?

THE RIVER (Ezk 47:7-12)
Being nourished by the fresh water of the River speaks of
our relationship with God. In order to remain fresh in our
lives, we must stay close to God permanently; being
nourished by fresh “bread” and “living water” every day.
We must not depend on eating stale bread. That’s why we
are to be like trees planted by the waters, which spreads
out its roots by the River. When we are planted by the
River, we will not fear nor be anxious during drought or
when heat comes.
Q. What does “heat” represent? What kinds of “heat”
are you facing? What does “the year of drought”
represents? What is the solution to “heat and
drought”?

Planted by the River speaks of us having a relationship
with God. Jesus said, “FOLLOW ME.” This is His invitation
for a relationship with Him; to know Him, His heart, His
values and be like Him. He did not call us to follow a
religion or method. When we follow Jesus, God is our
Father, we are joint heirs with Him. His Spirit lives in us to
lead us to follow Him. Gal 5:25 calls us to keep in step with
His Spirit.
Q. Are you in step with the Spirit? How can we keep in
step with the Spirit? How important is prayer in
keeping in step with Him? Why did His disciples ask
Him to teach them to pray?

BE TRANSFORMED AND NOT BE CONFORMED (Rom
12:1-2)
Ps Christine used the illustration of the “square”
watermelon. She made the statement, “If you are not being
transformed by the renewing of your mind, you will
conform to the world for sure”.
Q. Name some examples of conforming to the world.
How are you being transformed?

Ezk 47:7When I returned, there, along
the bank of the river, were very many
trees on one side and the other.
8 Then he said to me: “This water
flows toward the eastern region, goes
down into the valley, and enters the
sea. When it reaches the sea, its
waters are healed. 9 And it shall be
that every living thing that moves,
wherever the rivers go, will live. There
will be a very great multitude of fish,
because these waters go there; for
they will be healed, and everything will
live wherever the river goes.
12 Along the bank of the river, on this
side and that, will grow all kinds of
trees used for food; their leaves will
not wither, and their fruit will not fail.
They will bear fruit every month,
because their water flows from the
sanctuary. Their fruit will be for food,
and their leaves for medicine.”

Jer 17:7 “Blessed is the man who
trusts in the Lord, And whose hope is
the Lord.
8 For he shall be like a tree planted by
the waters, Which spreads out its roots
by the river, And will not fear when
heat comes;
But its leaf will be green, And will not
be anxious in the year of drought, Nor
will cease from yielding fruit.

Gal 5:25 (NIV) Since we live by the
Spirit, let us keep in step with the
Spirit.

Rom 12:1 I beseech you therefore,
brethren, by the mercies of God, that
you present your bodies a living
sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God,
which is your reasonable service.
2 And do not be conformed to this
world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind, that you may
prove what is that good and
acceptable and perfect will of God.

Matt 11:28 Come to Me, all you who
labor and are heavy laden, and I will
give you rest. 29 Take My yoke upon
you and learn from Me, for I am gentle
and lowly in heart, and you will find
rest for your souls. 30 For My yoke is
easy and My burden is light.”



TAKE MY YOKE UPON YOU (Matt 11:28)
There are many burdens in life that can crush us. But Jesus has overcome them all. Jesus invites
us to come to Him…. Taking His yoke is to depend fully on Him for HE IS STRONG,
VICTORIOUS, WISE, ABLE…..etc. Trust Him and “ride” on Him. He is THE ELEPHANT and we
are THE ANT. Trusting fully in Him gives us perfect rest and total victory.
Q. Are you finding rest in Him in the midst of trials? How?

CONCLUSION: Stay planted by the River of God. Abide in Him and His Word and watch out for
sandbars that might be growing undetected.


