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INTRODUCTION Num 13:1-33, 14:1-9
The Twelve Spies, were a group of Israelite chieftains, one
from each of the 12 Tribes, who were dispatched by Moses to
scout out the Land of Canaan for 40 days as a future home for
them, during the time they were in the wilderness following their
Exodus from Ancient Egypt.

1. GOD IS A PROMISE KEEPER.
The promise was first made to Abraham (Gen15:18-21), then
confirmed to his son, Isaac (Gen 26:3), and then to Isaac's son,
Jacob (Gen 28:13). God had promised Abraham there will be a
promised land but the Israelites still needed to possess and
occupy the promised land. (Deut 1:8)

Question1:Why will God not place the promises on our lap, but
for us to possess them?

2. EACH IS CALLED TO POSSESS THE LAND (Num 13:1-3)
The Lord’s plan to take possession of the promised land was
not to be the work of one tribe but a representation of the 12
tribes. Each of us is a leader.

3. DO YOUR HOMEWORK (Num 13:17-20)
Moses asked for an assessment (report) of the land. It is not a
case of blind faith and being ignorant and thinking that they just
needed to show up. To prepare does not mean we don’t trust
God. But over preparing and trusting entirely in our own
preparation is.

Question2:What are some practical steps in “doing our
homework” in the area of our career, family and church ministry?

4. CHOOSE HOW YOU REACTION (Num 13:17-20)
While all 12 spies saw and experience the same thing in that
40-day spying mission, but their reports were drastically
different. The 10 spies were negative in their outlook. Joshua
and Caleb had a positive report.

Why was the response/outlook so different?
Num 14:24 says “But my servant Caleb has a different spirit and
followed Me fully”. Caleb had a different attitude/mindset/heart.
We need to have an attitude of:

 Faith – looking at God instead of own ability (or lack of)
 Confidence – belief in God instead of self (grasshoppers)
 Action – Go at once to possess instead of murmuring &

wanting to return to Egypt

10 spies (Num 13:27-33) Joshua & Caleb (13:30,
14:6-9)
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Gen 15:18-21
18On the same day the LORD made a covenant
with Abram, saying: “To your descendants I have
given this land, from the river of Egypt to the great
river, the River Euphrates— 19 the Kenites, the
Kenezzites, the Kadmonites, 20 the Hittites, the
Perizzites, the Rephaim, 21 the Amorites, the
Canaanites, the Girgashites, and the Jebusites.”
Gen 26:3 3Dwell in this land, and I will be with you
and bless you; for to you and your descendants I
give all these lands, and I will perform the oath
which I swore to Abraham your father.
Gen 28:13
13And behold, the LORD stood above it and
said: “I am the LORD God of Abraham your father
and the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie I
will give to you and your descendants.
Deu 1:8 See I have given you this land. Go in and
take possession of the land the Lord swore he
would give to your fathers…
Num 13:1-3
And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Send
men to spy out the land of Canaan, which I am
giving to the children of Israel; from each tribe of
their fathers you shall send a man, every one a
leader among them.”3So Moses sent them from
the Wilderness of Paran according to the
command of the LORD, all of them men
who were heads of the children of Israel.
Num 13:17-20
17Then Moses sent them to spy out the land of
Canaan, and said to them, “Go up this way into
the South, and go up to the mountains, 18 and see
what the land is like: whether the people who
dwell in it are strong or weak, few or
many; 19whether the land they dwell in is good or
bad; whether the cities they inhabit are like camps
or strongholds; 20whether the land is [d]rich or
poor; and whether there are forests there or
not. Be of good courage. And bring some of the
fruit of the land.” Now the time was the season of
the first ripe grapes.

Num 13:27-33
27Then they told him, and said: “We went to the
land where you sent us. It truly [a]flows with milk
and honey, and this is its fruit. 28Nevertheless
the people who dwell in the land are strong; the
cities are fortified and very large; moreover we
saw the descendants of Anak there. 29The
Amalekites dwell in the land of the South; the
Hittites, the Jebusites, and the Amorites dwell in
the mountains; and the Canaanites dwell by the
sea and along the banks of the Jordan.”
30Then Caleb quieted the people before Moses,
and said, “Let us go up at once and take
possession, for we are well able to overcome it.”
31But the men who had gone up with him said,
“We are not able to go up against the people, for
they are stronger than we.” 32And they gave the
children of Israel a bad report of the land which
they had spied out, saying, “The land through
which we have gone as spies is a land that
devours its inhabitants, and all the people whom
we saw in it are menof great stature.
3There we saw the [b]giants (the descendants of
Anak came from the giants); and we
were like[c] grasshoppers in our own sight, and so
we were in their sight.”
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Question3: Of the 4 major areas above, which one you want to work on? Share how you plan to action on
them.

Num 13:30, 14:6-9
6But Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, who were among those who had spied out the land, tore their
clothes; 7and they spoke to all the congregation of the children of Israel, saying: “The land we passed through to spy out is an
exceedingly good land. 8 If the LORD delights in us, then He will bring us into this land and give it to us, ‘a land which flows with milk
and honey.’ 9Only do not rebel against the LORD, nor fear the people of the land, for they[a] are our bread; their protection has
departed from them, and the LORD is with us. Do not fear them.”
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